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TAGS: PFOR, PINS, DM, CU 

SUB J : VISIT BY CUBAN MINISTER FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS TO BENIN 

1 . A SIX-MEMBER DELEGATION LED BY CUBAN MIN FOR FOREIGN RELATIONS 
KALMIERCA PEOLI ARRIVED IN COTONOU JUNE 6 FOR HIGH-LEVEL CON- 
SULTATIONS WITH GOVERNMENT OF PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF BENIN (GPRB). 
JUNE 7 EDITION OF SEMI-OFFICIAL DAILY EHUZU REPORTED THAT 
MALMIERCA PEOLI WAS RECEIVED IMMEDIATELY AFTER HIS ARRIVAL BY 
PRESIDENT KEREKOU AND THE TWO MEN HELD PRIVATE TALKS. EHUZU 
QUOTES MALMIERCA AS SAYING PURPOSE OF VISIT IS TO JOIN BENINESE 
AUTHORITIES IN SEEKING WAYS AND MEANS TO STRENGTHEN THE LINKS 
OF FRIENDSHIP BETWEEN THE CUBAN AND BENINESE PEOPLE. MALMIERCA 
SAID HE CARRIED A SPECIAL MESSAGE FROM FIDEL CASTRO INVITING 
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KEREKOU TO MAKE OFFICIAL VISIT TO CUBA. 

2. MALMIERCA AND DELEGATION WERE ESCORTED TO VARIOUS RALLIES 
BY TOP BENINESE OFFICIALS LED BY KEREKOU. SPEECHES, AS REPORTED 
IN NEWSPAPER, CONSISTED OF USUAL ANTI-IMPERIALIST RHETORIC 
AND VOWS OF SOCIALIST SOLIWERITY. PREDICTABLY, ONE OF MAJOR 
THEMES WAS BENIN S VICTORY OVER IMPERIALIST AGGRESSION OF 
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JAN 16, 1977. MALMIERCA DREW PARALLEL BETWEEN DEFEAT OF MER- 
CENARIES AND CUBAN VISTORY AT BAY OF PIGS. CUBAN FOREIGN 
MINISTER CONCLUDED BY SAYING THAT ONE MUST NOT FORGET OTHERS 
THROUGHOUT THE WORLD FIGHTING FOR THEIR LIBERTY, PARTICULARLY 
IN ZIMBABWE, NAMIBIA AND SOUTH AFRICA. 

3. COMMENT: MALMIERCA'S VISIT WAS NOT ANNOUNCED IN ADVANCE AND 
CAME AS SOMEWHAT OF A SURPRISE TO DIPLOMATIC OBSERVERS HERE. 

NO DETAILS ARE YET AVAILABLE CONCERNING SPECIFICS OF TOPICS 
DISCUSSED. ALTHOUGH MALMIERCA ALLUDED IN A SPEECH TO COOPERATION 
IN THE FIELDS OF EDUCATION, THE PRESS, AND PUBLIC HEALTH. 

THERE ARE RUMORS THAT MILITIA EXPERTS WERE AMONG DELEGATION 
BUT WE HAVE NOT YET BEEN ABLE TO SUBSTANTIATE THIS. THOMPSON 
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